
When to Use

Articles in English are modifiers. They are used in front of a noun 
(person, place, or thing). They are used to let us know if the noun 

is specific or general.  
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The

A

Examples:

the telephone (a specific telephone)

the man (a specific man)

Examples:

a bear (any bear)

a tree (any tree)

Examples:

an elephant  (any elephant)

an apple (any apple)

It is used in front of a singular, not specific noun.

It is used in front of nouns that begin with a 
consonant sound. 

It is used in front of a singular, not specific noun.

It is used in front of nouns that begin with a 
vowel sound. 

It is used in front of singular or plural nouns.

It is used to show the specificity of an item or items. 
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